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Campaigners dig out barricades as they try to get plots back 

TRAVELLERS’ RID 
TO RECLAIM LAND 


By JON AUSTIN 

CAMPAIGNERS vowed 
to reclaim land at a trav- 
ellers’ site by digging out 
earth barricades put in 
place last month by 
Basildon Council. 

Travellers and activists 
from the Hovefields site in 
Wickford promised the move 
was the start of a “lengthy 
operation” to claim back the 
plots they owned which were 
cleared last month. 

Around 30 protesters waved 
anti-eviction banners at the 
demonstration to mark National 
Roma Day, as a pathway on to 
one of the empty pitches in 
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■ Protest - travellers move on to the site before digging out earth barricades designed to keep them off Picture: MAXINE CLARKE NLLAH56 
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Priest’s ethnic 
cleansing claim 


A CATHOLIC priest 
branded Basildon 
Council’s eviction 
stance as “ethnic cleans- 
ing” as he helped open a 
special protest festival. 

Father John Glynn, 
from Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Church, London 
Road, Wickford, vowed to 
help block any eviction 
attempts at travellers’ 
sites. 

He spoke after receiving 


M By JON AUSTIN 

Political reporter 

a petition of more than 
1,000 names against an 
eviction while he was at 
the Red Wheels Against 
Racism Festival. 

More than 150 travellers 
and campaigners, includ- 
ing people from Ireland 
and international organi- 
sations attended the event 
on Saturday which fol- 
lowed the Hovefields Drive 


demonstration.Mr Glynn 
said: “If there is an evic- 
tion at Dale Farm you can 
be assured I will be there 
waving my ‘this is ethnic 
cleansing banner’ because 
that is my position on 
this.” 

My Glynn will pass on 
the petition to the council. 

Campaigner Grattan 
Puxon said: “It is at Dale 
Farm where we intend 
making a historic stand, 


not just for those trav- 
ellers, but for all in similar 
situations across Britain.” 

Mr Buckley said: “I was 
unable to attend, but am 
happy to receive the peti- 
tion on another date. I 
would have expected more 
sensible comments from a 
clergyman. This is about 
planning and not ethnic 
cleansing or we would be 
trying to clear authorised 
pitches as well.” 


Travellers 
in bid to 
reclaim 
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Hovefields Drive was cleare 
on Saturday. 

The protest came just foi 
days before the result of 
judicial review into tra' 
ellers living on th 
Hovefields site is announcec 

Lead campaigner Gratta 
Puxon said: “The landowner 
been forced off, but it i 
their land and they have 
right to access it, yet the 
cannot. 

“Our legal advice is thes 
earth banks are illegal. 

“This is just the start of . 
long process and we hope t« 
return with JCBs to clear al 
these plots. Today we ar« 
breaching the wall of preju 
dice.” 

However, Tory counci 
leader Malcolm Buckle} 
vowed swift action would fol 
low any permanent reoccupa 
tion attempt. He said: “A i 
soon as we learned of this 
action police and council offi 
cers attended. It was no 
believed any breaches of the 
enforcement orders occurrec 
on Saturday and no arrests 
were made, but if vehicles 
are used to access plots we 
will use all powers available 
to us.” 

Hovefields resident Davie 
Walsh urged the council tc 
secure an injunction to pre 
vent any reoccupation of an> 
of the plots. 

However, travellei 

Josephine Casey, who wil 
learn her fate in court or 
Wednesday spoke of con 
cerns for her mobile home ij 
she is evicted. 

Children, who helped dig 
the soil, also told of fears. 

Jerry McCan, ten, said: “] 
saw the eviction here Iasi 
month and all the big 
machines frightened me. 1 
thought something was going 
to crash on top of me.” 


■ Damning allegation - Gratton Puxon hands the petition to Father John Glynn 
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